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A state-level Thalassaemia Clinical
Management Course was conducted in
Kota Kinabalu on June 10, 2006. It was
held at the new Hospital Likas, located
strategically on a hill overlooking the
scenic Likas Bay. A total of 114
participants attended the course, coming
from all 20 hospitals in the state. Of note
was also active participation of the public
health sector. About 40% were medical
officers, 50% were nurses and another
10% were medical lab technologists.

The guest lecturers, Prof Chan Lee Lee from
UMMC and Prof. A. Rahman Jamal from
HUKM, conducted a lively course, covering a
comprehensive range of topics ranging from
molecular diagnosis to practical day to day
management of thalassaemia patients. Both
experts in the field, they addressed the various
topics in a manner that is well understood and
appreciated by the target audience.

The audience consisted mainly of medical
officers and nurses who are involved in the
care of thalassaemic patients at the district
hospital level. With 1246 transfusion-
dependent thalassaemia patients, Sabah
has the dubious honour of being the state
with the highest number of thalassaemia

patients. The carrier rate is estimated to be
in the range of 5-10% among the local
indigenous population, with the highest
incidence among the Kadazan-dusuns and
Bajaus. 

A big hurdle in the optimal management of
thalassaemics was the cost of iron-chelation
therapy. This load has been lifted with the
government policy of making universal

Continued on page 4

Thalassaemia Clinical
Management Course

Special performance by a group of thalassaemic
patients during the course

Medical officers, nurses and medical lab
technologists attending the Thalassaemia Clinical

Management Course in Kota Kinabalu, Sabah

A token of appreciation to guest lecturer, 
Prof Chan Lee Lee(R) from Dr. Soo(L)
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From The President

There is no argument that vaccines have led to the
reduction of previously fatal infectious diseases. With
every new vaccine that is introduced, there are both
proponents and opponents. In fact, if one were to
'Google' or web-search 'vaccine', the sites that appear
first are anti-vaccine sites. Perhaps the opponents have a
louder voice and have more control over cyberspace.
With this in mind, as doctors and paediatricians, our
main concern and focus should be to promote whatever
is good for children, vaccines being foremost in active
disease prevention.

The involvement of MPA in the introduction of the
pneumococcal vaccines is also with the same main
intention. The 23-valent polysaccharide vaccine has been
given by all of us to high-risk patients like the
thalassaemics post-splenectomy for a long time. Being
derived from the carbohydrate cell wall, the vaccine
immunogenicity is compromised. Hence, it is not
effective in infants aged less than 2 years and the
immunity is not long lasting. With the introduction of
the 7-valent conjugate vaccine in 2000 in the US, it is
possible to provide protection against the usual
pathogenic strains of Streptococcus pneumoniae that
cause invasive pneumococcal disease.

We do not have accurate disease burden data except for
the often-quoted meningitis study in Ministry of Health
(MOH) hospitals in which the main aetiologic agent was
Haemophilus influenzae type b followed by
pneumococcus. By inference, though not yet evidence-
based, pneumococcus will take position uno numero
(number 1) with Hib vaccine in our immunisation
schedule. Data from our northern and southern
neighbours indicate that pneumococcus has a significant
role to play in disease morbidity and mortality.

With the arrival of the pneumococcal conjugate vaccine
on our shores in the last quarter of 2005, we had the
choice of letting things fall into place slowly by natural
design or to promote it actively. The Pneumococcal
Awareness Campaign(see News on pg. 10) is an
educational campaign to let the public know about this
bacterium and the diseases that it can cause. The

emphasis on pneumococcus at this particular time is
because there is a vaccine to prevent the disease. It
would have been of no use talking about it without
anything to offer other than the run–of–the–mill usual
antibiotics. The campaign is aimed at educating about
the disease and letting people know that a vaccine is
available. As a spin–off, we hope that these parents will
ask and discuss the issues with us. It is then up to us to
be appropriately and adequately informed about the
disease and the vaccines available.

Worthy Pathogen?

There are some paediatricians who are not convinced
that the pneumococcus is a worthy pathogen to educate
the public on. In enlightening parents on the bacteria,
we are also introducing other organisms and touching
on related diseases like otitis media and sinusitis. The
cumulative result of all this is that the public will be
better informed of diseases in general. The middle-
income 21st century Malaysian parent will listen to us and
then ask and discuss with another paediatrician before
deciding on whether their child needs the vaccine or not.
An interesting survey commissioned by one of the
vaccine companies worldwide showed that 36% of
Malaysian mothers discussed with another doctor (other
than the child's regular doctor) regarding their children's
vaccination needs compared with 14% in the rest of the
world. Sixty-six percent of Malaysian mothers would
discuss their baby's immunisation with others, mainly
non-healthcare providers. It is therefore better for these
mothers to get correct information from us
paediatricians than from third party sources.

Disease Awareness vs Vaccine Promotion

Since the start of the PnD Awareness Campaign, MPA
has received a number of feedback. Although most were
supportive, we cannot ignore those who oppose,
whether directly or indirectly. To the latter, we urge you
to look at the advertisements again and note that MPA is
telling the public about the bacteria and the diseases
and resultant morbidity from it. The source references

and More about 
Vaccines

Pneumococcal 
Awareness
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From The President

are included so that readers can confirm the factual data
offered in the ads. The public is urged to ask their
doctors about vaccines that prevent bacterial diseases,
not specifically pneumococcus, at the end. There is no
direct reference to the vaccine concerned.

We know this is a powerful message and looking at the
possible catastrophic outcome, there is no easier way to
convey the message. MPA is not trying to create fear
amongst parents so that they will rush to force doctors
to vaccinate their children; we are trying to open up a
discussion point for parents the next time they visit their
child's doctor. It is up to us to offer the facts and allay
their guilt if they cannot afford to set aside the amount
required to get the vaccine.

'Boutique Vaccine'

All of us know that the pneumococcal conjugate vaccine
is pricey (a 'boutique vaccine' as I described it in the April
issue of Berita MPA). In order for the price to drop, there
must either be higher sales volume, triggered by
demand, or competition. As the latter is currently non-
existent due to the difficulty in the multi-valent
conjugation process that is proprietary, the next best

thing is to drive demand. Thus, MPA's involvement.

It has also been argued that MPA is being used by the
industry. This is only possible if one sees an industry logo
next to MPA's logo in the ads and if MPA actually
promotes the vaccine by name, generic or brand. We
have been very careful in projecting every word and
appearance of the ads, so if members find details that
we have missed, please write in, call or e-mail us. We
shall amend it.

Successful Vaccine Update

MPA's Vaccines 2006 Update in Bangi (see report on pg
6) was well attended and allowed formal and informal
discussions on everything related to vaccines. There were
no industry talks and everything was factual and
evidence-based. It was a highly successful update that
allowed free-flow of bi–directional exchange between
the invited speakers and the audience.2

Zulkifli Ismail
President 2005-6
<zulkifli@email.com>
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MPA first got involved with the
Paediatric Advanced Life Support
(PALS) resuscitation teaching
programme when Dr Lucy Lum and
a small group of interested
individuals invited Dr Arno Zaritsky,
Dr Cheah Teik Ee, and three others
from the US to teach the first group
of core instructors. Following many
months of correspondence, the first
PALS Instructor and Provider
Courses were conducted at the
University Hospital on 2-6 August,
1993. 

Under the leadership of Dr Lucy
Lum, with husband Patrick on tow,
PALS spread nationwide including
Sarawak. The number of instructors
increased slowly with sporadic
instructor courses, but the provider
courses were conducted every year
in most hospitals with instructors
crossing state borders to help. The
pace of growth started to slow
down when Lucy went to Toronto.
In the meantime, newer editions of
the PALS textbook were published.
Some hospitals' instructors
continued to train the paediatric
doctors and nurses, Emergency
Department MAs and other staff. It
soon became apparent that the
original batches of instructors were
getting burnt out. The rate at which
new instructors was produced could
not compete with the rate of
attrition.

New Textbook

The 2001 PALS textbook was
released in 2002, delayed by the
aftermath of the 9-11 incident. By
then, Dr Hung Liang Choo had
taken over as MPA's PALS

coordinator. She corresponded with
the American Academy of Pediatrics
and American Heart Association and
managed to bring in the new
textbook. The teaching
methodology had changed – the
four lectures in the past were
replaced by only one lecture plus a
number of excellent video tapes
that were extremely informative.
The tapes were introduced to
standardise the amount of material

PALS Revivalchelation available. However, it
has only been fairly recently
provided and the uptake of iron-
chelation in the state has been
slow. Many factors contribute to
this; patient/parental
understanding, acceptance and
compliance are very significant
issues in a state where the
majority of the patients come
from the rural poor and less
educated community. This course
has helped equip the healthcare
worker with knowledge on iron-
chelation, and hopefully spurs the
further dissemination and uptake
of iron-chelation among the
patients in the state. 

Another important issue that was
addressed was the safety and
adequate provision of blood
transfusions. A large,
geographically challenging state
like Sabah has intrinsic problems
with the provision of a good
blood bank service. Problems
were discussed and the
participants were empowered to
make their own effort in resolving
problems on the ground.

Other topics included the multi-
system complications of
thalassaemia, population
screening and its related ethical
issues, and the introduction of a
thalassaemia registry. Stem cell
transplantation was also
addressed, offering the chance of
a permanent cure in patients who
had compatible donors.

A special performance of a song
and dance was put up by a group
of young thalassaemic adults.
Their enthusiasm and talent
charmed the audience, and put a
very human face to an otherwise
cold clinical problem. Thus, the
course was successful, not just in
the dimension of clinical
knowledge, but also in motivating
the participants to strive towards
improving the care of thalassaemic
patients, who had before been
neglected to a certain extent.2

Soo Thian Lian
Hospital Likas, Kota Kinabalu
<soot@tm.net.my>

Continued from page 1

Paediatric Advan ced Life Support (PALS) 
Resuscitation Teaching Programme Co nducted on June 2-4, 2006 at the Paediatric Institute



taught to providers and reduce individual instructor bias.
There are also 7 new teaching modules introduced in this
new edition, such as rapid sequence intubation, sedation,
cervical spine immobilisation, children with special
healthcare needs, and coping with death that the
individual course director could choose to incorporate in
their courses. Many of the algorithms have been simplified
and some updated to include newer findings. Two
instructor courses were conducted in 2004 producing 23
new instructors, an average of 2 instructors per state.

PALS now uses the new 2001 textbook and teaching
methodology as stated above. A recent course for

providers conducted on
June 2-4, 2006 at the
Paediatric Institute for
private practitioners and
nurses was expectedly
oversubscribed and late
registrants had to be turned
away. This popularity and
the positive participants'
post-course feedback justify
the continued support of
the programme by MPA and
MOH.

The Future

Although PALS in Malaysia
had been going on in the
hospitals where there are
instructors, the pace and
reach have not matched the
Neonatal Resuscitation
Programme (NRP) run by

the Perinatal Society with the MOH. There are vast
differences between PALS and NRP, the former being
more labour intensive and the content more diverse
covering a broader spectrum of possible scenarios.
Making comparisons between the two would be an
oversimplification of the complexities of organising a
proper PALS course. With Dr Hung at the helm, PALS
should get a revival of sorts. We need to ensure that, at
least every Malaysian paediatrician, and if possible
paediatric trainees and nurses, are certified PALS
providers. The onus is on the trainers in the hospitals,
whose multitude of tasks is already overwhelming, and
the Universities that train our budding paediatricians to
ensure that everybody is PALS-certified. For those in the
private sector, 21/2 days off to upgrade your skills will not
hurt the practice but the extra knowledge may well
determine the outcome in the rare patient who needs
resuscitation.2

Zulkifli Ismail
<zulkifli@email.com>
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Covering a wide range of vaccines and vaccine-
preventable diseases over a weekend, the Vaccines 2006
update jointly organised by MPA and Cyberjaya University
College of Medical Sciences (CUCMS) was held from
June 24–25, 2006 at Bangi. The seminar attracted an
attendance of 120, mainly paediatricians and GPs from
as far away as Sandakan and our neighbour, Brunei. The
Bangi Equatorial Hotel, nestled on a hillock overlooking
Bandar Baru Bangi, was a nice venue for the update
except for the shortage of parking spaces for attendees
who drove.

Starting at 2pm on Saturday to allow the local private
paediatricians to do their clinic work, the fully-packed
programme started with an opening by CUCMS Dean,
Prof Hatta Shahrom, a psychiatrist who jokingly said that
MPA also stood for Malaysian Psychiatric Association.
Prof Lee Bee Wah from Singapore was given the honour
of the first lecture on the rationale for 'flu vaccination.
She talked about the need for 'flu vaccine among
asthmatics and those with chronic illnesses. Assoc Prof
Lee Way Seah followed with rotavirus vaccine, citing our
local experience and data compared with the west and
Africa. 

Prof Choo Keng Ee proceeded to clear the air regarding
OPV vs IPV in polio-free Malaysia. Without really taking
sides, he put forth all available data on both. Dr Patrick
Chan gave the audience some contradicting advice

regarding the 'flu vaccine in protecting against the Avian
Flu. It was not surprising because we all know that the
influenza vaccine will not protect against the bird 'flu. At
5pm, it was just the right time for some interactive
vaccine FAQs using advanced wireless touchpads (like in
America's Funniest Home Videos) courtesy of GSK. Dr
Nazeli Hamzah did a marvelous job of educating the
crowd in an interactive manner. There were some
surprising answers that indicated misconceptions
regarding vaccination practices among some participants.

The next day started with Dr Nazeli again. She went
through Hepatitis B and pertussis vaccines for
adolescents. Dr Musa Nordin then debunked the MMR
and autism 'hoax'. MPA President Dr Zulkifli followed
with his views on combination vaccines. A particular slide
showing the drop in antigens between whole cell and
acellular pertussis vaccines surprised many who were
relieved that they gave the latter vaccine to their patients.
A question on Japanese encephalitis vaccine caught
everybody by surprise and MPA promised that it will be
looked into and answered in Berita MPA.

After tea break, Dr Musa returned with his characteristic
enthusiasm and fervour explaining about the
pneumococcal vaccine. Being a new vaccine, this was
followed by a number of questions. The next talk by
Assoc Prof BK Lim, a UMMC gynae-oncologist, on
human papillomavirus vaccine and cervical cancer was
also followed by many questions. A final opportunity for
questions had one on maintaining a cold chain in an area
where electricity blackouts were a regular feature. Many
others followed.

Vaccines 2006 was a huge success and the talented
speakers were all local except for Prof Lee from
Singapore. Dr Musa and his team from CUCMS deserve
to be congratulated for the excellent outcome. Perhaps
we should organise a few more outside the Klang Valley
to reach more doctors.2

Vaccines 2006

Old friends reunited at Vaccines 2006 update

Good turnout at
Vaccines 2006
update which
covers a wide

range of vaccines
and vaccine-
preventable

diseases



7 BERITA MPA – JULY 2006

Report

Lumut Weekend
Rendezvous

The Cardiorespiratory Update held at the Damai Laut
Swiss Garden Resort on May 25–27, 2006 was attended
by 120+ participants, including some senior
paediatricians. Even though most of the participants got
lost – most ended up in Lumut town only to discover
that the resort was in the opposite direction – our
Weekend Rendezvous started on time and engaged all
participants appropriately.

As was expected, the first lecture after dinner on Friday
the 25th night was on the management of asthma (what
else?) by Dr Norzila Zainudin. The question and answer
session was lively, starting the close interaction between
the speakers and the participants for the next two days.

The next day started early with a 'presentation' on MPA
activities to attract new membership by MPA President Dr
Zulkifli Ismail. Dr Rus Anida from Penang approached
stridor and gave a list of causes but forgot to include
pertussis, a point that was quickly raised by Dato' Dr
Paramaesvaran. Dr Zulkifli continued with heart failure in
infants and children, giving the pathophysiology and
appropriate use of drugs. 

After tea break, Dr Norrashidah talked about treating
pneumonias using the new guidelines. Dr Hasri Samion
then gave a wide view of rhythm disorders, clarifying
detailed ECG interpretation of arrhythmias. The
subsequent discussion on vagal maneuvres was
entertaining especially with the widespread availability of
adenosine now.

Sunset BBQ Dinner and Case Presentations

The barbecue dinner overlooking the sunset over the
Straits of Melaka with live entertainment was absolutely
ideal. There was time to mingle and catch up with old
friends and former students, make new friends, and

listen to songs amidst the sea waves. More work
followed with two case presentations – a Pierre Robin
sequence with stridor and an interstitial pneumonia.

Bright and Early the Next Day

Sunday morning started early again with a detailed
account of coils, occluders, balloons and other devices in
interventional cardiology by Dr Hasri. Dr Norzila
proceeded to tell everybody that bronchiectasis is not a
diagnosis but an end result of pulmonary insult from
infection. About 25% are caused by infection and 10%
of HKL cases have unestablished aetiology. She reminded
us not to forget TB as a cause and that cystic fibrosis is
also seen here.

After tea break, despite the heavy morning session, the
next two talks on sleep apnoea syndrome and sleep-
disordered breathing kept everybody awake, albeit for a
while. Dr Norrashidah introduced obstructive sleep
apnoea syndrome while Dr Rus Anida went through a
number of journal articles on sleep disorders. Alas, two
lectures on sleep were too much for some who found
solace in somnolence.

Recreation saw netball and volleyball on the beach. The
10-question picture quiz was won by Dr Nor Azhariah.
Venue? Great except for mosquitoes during dinner and
flies at lunch. The ambience was relaxing allowing
adequate contact between the participants and speakers.
Congratulations to Dr Khatijah on a most successful
Weekend Rendezvous.2

Participants at the Cardiorespiratory Update held at the Damai
Laut Swiss Garden Resort, Lumut

Our beach netball competition winners with a ‘thorn’ 
in the wrong game
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Within the first half of year 2006, Positive Parenting has
expanded its reach across Peninsular Malaysia with two
seminars in Johor and Penang respectively. The Positive
Parenting seminar was organised by the Malaysian
Paediatric Association (MPA) as part of its Positive
Parenting education initiative. 

Themed “Enhancing Your Child’s Potential”, the Positive
Parenting seminar reflected MPA’s holistic approach to
parent education by featuring talks by experts in
paediatrics, child nutrition and mental health. 

Positive Parenting in Johor

Held at the Hyatt Regency Hotel, Johor Bahru on April
15, 2006, the Positive Parenting Seminar treated
Johoreans to an interesting line up of educational talks.
Showing a growing interest in improving the standard of
childcare, more than 200 parents packed the Positive
Parenting Seminar. 

Prof Fatimah Arshad, UKM Nutritionist & Dietitian, gave
the first talk, entitled “Feeding Picky Eaters to Ensure
Healthy Growth”, while MPA President Dr Zulkifli Ismail
spoke on “Keeping Your Child Healthy”. The third talk
was given by Child & Adolescent Psychiatrist Dr Aminah
Kassim, who spoke on “Being A Good Parent”. These
talks were filled with practical tips for overcoming
common problems, real-life examples and practical,
down-to-earth advice.

In line with MPA’s holistic and multidisciplinary approach
to parent education, a “Weight & Height Monitoring”
activity was also held at the seminar. Nutritionists and
dietitians from the Nutrition Society of Malaysia (NSM),
one of MPA’s partner expert organisations in Positive
Parenting, managed to measure the weight and height
of 52 children aged 2-10. 

The seminar ended with a Q&A session, which garnered
an overwhelming response. The panel of speakers were
inundated with so many questions that they were unable
to answer them all. 

Travelling from South to North

1.Positive Parenting
Seminar gets good
response in Johor
Bahru

2.Experts answering
questions on childcare

3.Children’s Weight &
Height Check

1

2

3 3
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m South to North
Positive Parenting in Penang

Shortly after the success of the Positive Parenting
Seminar in Johor, Positive Parenting travelled beyond
Klang Valley once again. This time, it headed north
towards Penang, Pearl of the Orient. More than 300
Penangites flocked the seminar which was held on June
24, 2006 at Gurney Resort Hotel & Residences.

Sharing the participants’ enthusiasm, the experts were
all geared up to contribute their knowledge on child
health and nutrition, as well as parenting skills during
the 2-hour session. 

Prof Fatimah Arshad, Nutritionist & Dietitian, took the
stage to give the first talk, entitled “Feeding Picky Eaters
to Ensure Healthy Growth”. The second talk was given
by Dr Dan Giap Liang, Consultant Paediatrician, who
spoke on “Keeping Your Child Healthy”. Finally, Child &
Adolescent Psychiatrist Dr Zasmani Shafiee shared her
knowledge on “Being A Good Parent”. All three talks
received rave reviews from parents. Many parents
testified that the talks were relevant, useful, practical
and enjoyable. 

Nutritionists and dietitians from the Nutrition Society of
Malaysia (NSM) were also on hand to conduct the
“Weight & Height Monitoring” activity as well as provide
advice to parents on how to feed their children right. 

Towards Healthy & Happy Children

The philosophy behind Positive Parenting is to provide
parents with a holistic and complete view of child-
rearing, involving every member of the family at every
stage of the child’s life and even from pre-conception.
Through the Positive Parenting seminars, MPA hopes
that more parents will better understand and adopt this
holistic approach to child rearing so as to optimise the
health, development and wellbeing of their children.2

“Weight &
Height

Monitoring”
activity for
children

The Positive Parenting Seminar in Penang attracted a full house

Experts revealing parenting secrets during the Q&A session
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According to the World Health
Organization, pneumococccal disease
(or PnD) is a disease that causes more
than one million deaths among children
under five worldwide every year. In
Malaysia, Streptococcus pneumonia is
presently among the most common
causes of meningitis, pneumonia,
bacteraemia, acute otitis media and
acute sinusitis in children under five
years of age.

A questionnaire survey among parents
in 2005 showed that less than five
percent of respondents were aware of
the pneumococcal bacteria and much
less on PnD and the seriousness of the
disease. This prompted the launch of
the first-ever nationwide “Fight PnD”
campaign. The educational campaign
serves firstly, to create awareness
among the public on the burden,
symptoms, signs, and risks of PnD and
secondly, to promote the importance of
prevention, including vaccination for
infants and young children at risk of
contracting pneumococcal infections.

The campaign was introduced to the
media and the public on May 23, 2006
together with celebrity “Fight PnD”
mom ambassadors, Sheila Majid and
Arianna Teoh. The nationwide multi-
faceted campaign is an on-going effort

by MPA until end of 2006, and
comprises television commercials,
print advertisements, and various
media, school/kindergarten and clinic
outreach programmes. It is a call for
parents to take important steps in
understanding the risks of this disease
in their children, calling the
campaign’s hotline or talking to their
doctors or paediatricians, and telling
their family and friends. 

The campaign also encourages
Malaysians to donate towards the
“Protect the Children” programme, a
fund-raising initiative that supports the
vaccination of disadvantaged
immunocompromised young patients
through the school/kindergarten
outreach initiatives.

At the media launch, MPA President Dr
Zulkifli Ismail explained about the
complications of pneumococcal
infection and Dr Musa Mohd Nordin
gave a detailed presentation regarding
the bacteria and the disease, thus
ensuring that the media obtained a
comprehensive and newsworthy view
on PnD. A heart-wrenching message
was conveyed via a video playback of a
parent’s experience of losing his son to
PnD. PnD messages were further
enhanced through a passionate call-to-

action session with our celebrity
ambassadors, especially Sheila Majid.
The interesting highlight of the event
was a poem recital by a group of
children on PnD.

Question time saw the MPA President
and Treasurer fielding questions from
members of the press on almost every
aspect of the disease and the vaccine.
The presence of a non-medical person
in the form of celebrity mom Sheila
Majid gave a mother’s perspective to
the event. The resultant media coverage
depicted the seriousness of MPA in
disseminating information regarding
PnD and the void of knowledge on the
subject that is being covered.2

The Malaysian government is gravely
concerned with our high rate of road
fatalities: 4.2 deaths for every 10,000
vehicles and 23.5 deaths for every 100,000
population. These figures along with a 9-
strategy programme to cut road fatalities
down by 50% by year 2010 underscored
the Cabinet Committee on Road Safety
Meeting held on May 15, 2006 at Putrajaya.

Working with the Department of Road
Safety, Ministry of Transport, MPA had the
opportunity to bring the MISK ‘On The Go’
programme to the forefront at this meeting
which was attended by more than ten
cabinet ministers. MISK ‘On the Go’ is a
nationwide child road safety programme
initiated by the MPA in collaboration with
Ministry of Transport and Ministry of Health.
The programme’s activities are based on the

guidelines contained in
the manual which covers
pedestrian safety as well
as various modes of
transport: cars,
motorcycles, bicycles and public transport.
There are also guidelines on how to travel
safely when pregnant and what to do at the
scene of a crash.

The MISK #2:‘On The Go’ manual was
presented to the Cabinet Committee on
Road Safety chaired by Prime Minister Datuk
Seri Abdullah Ahmad Badawi. Being in line
with the government’s efforts to educate
children as young as seven years old on road
safety, the manual was readily endorsed by
the Cabinet. This support will certainly play
a big part in the MISK programme’s
effectiveness, and therefore, success. 2

“Fight PnD” Campaign

Giving their views on the fight against PnD (L-R):
Dr Zulkifli Ismail, celebrity “Fight PnD” mom
ambassador, Sheila Majid and Dr Musa Mohd

Nordin

MISK #2 : ‘On the Go’ Manual 
Gets Cabinet Committee Nod

MISK: Future Plans
MPA is currently in talks with
Toyota to champion the nationwide
communication and dissemination
of the MISK ‘On The Go’
guidelines. Known the world over
for its strong commitment to safety
and reliability, Toyota is keen to
explore the possibility of working
with MPA to get the guidelines out
to as many parents and caregivers
as possible.



11 BERITA MPA – JULY 2006

Announcements

ANNUAL SINGAPORE PAEDIATRIC CONGRESS 2006
Scientific Sessions

Date : August 19–20, 2006
Venue : Grand Copthorne Waterfront Hotel,

Singapore
Phone : (65) 6238 5407
Fax : (65) 6225 5155
Email : aspc2006@ams.edu.sg

Website : www.ams.edu.sg/aspc2006

Post Congress Workshop On “Advanced
Resuscitation In Children”: KK Women’s

And Children’s Hospital
Date : August 21–22, 2006 
Venue : Grand Copthorne Waterfront Hotel,

Singapore
Phone : (65) 6238 5407
Fax : (65) 6225 5155
Email : aspc2006@ams.edu.sg

Website : www.ams.edu.sg/aspc2006

REGIONAL CONFERENCE ON PROFESSIONALISM
IN MEDICINE 2006
Main Conference

Date : August 22–25, 2006
Venue : Grand Copthorne Waterfront Hotel,

Singapore
Phone : (65) 6326 6073 (Ms Christina Ang)

(65) 6321 4078 (Ms Tan Ee Sia)
E-mail : medpro@sgh.com.sg

Website : www.medpro2006.com

Workshops On “Professionalism In
Contemporary Practice Curriculum”,

Understanding Medicine Through Arts And
Humanities”, “Ethics And Clinical Research”

And “Narrative Methods In Quality
Improvement”

Date : August 22-23, 2006
Venue : Grand Copthorne Waterfront Hotel,

Singapore
Phone : (65) 6326 6073 (Ms Christina Ang)

(65) 6321 4078 (Ms Tan Ee Sia)
E-mail : medpro@sgh.com.sg

Website : www.medpro2006.com

16TH ISPCAN INTERNATIONAL CONGRESS ON
CHILD ABUSE AND NEGLECT

Date : September 3-6, 2006
Venue : York, United Kingdom
Congress : Tatyana Bessonov, 
Secretariat ISPCAN Congress/Conference Manager

25 W, 560 Geneva Rd, Suite L2C Carol 
Stream,IL 60188

Phone : 1-630-221-1311
Fax : 1-630-221-1313
E-mail : congress2006@ispcan.org
Website : www.ispcan.org/congress2006

THE 10TH INTERNATIONAL CONGRESS OF INBORN
ERRORS OF METABOLISM

Date : September 12-16, 2006
Venue : Chiba, Japan

FRATERNITY

NEW ORDINARY MEMBERS
Dr Siva Rao
Department of Paediatrics
Hospital Likas
Karung Berkunci No. 187
88996 Kota Kinabalu
Sabah

Dr Heah Sheau Szu
992, Jalan Lee Poi Choon
32400 Ayer Tawar
Perak

Dr Nizam Malik Bali
Mahomed
677, Taman Clcely

36000 Teluk Intan
Perak

Dr Intan Hakimah Ismail
No. 14, Persiaran Makmur
Desa Makmur, Sg. Merab
43650 Bangi 
Selangor

Dr Aidatul Azura Abdul
Rani
336, Taman Long Jaafar B
Kampung Boyan
34000 Taiping
Perak

Contact : Secretariat of ICIEM 2006 c/o ICS 
Information Convention Design, Inc Sumitomo 

Corp. Jinbocho Building
3-24, Kanda – Nishikicho Chiyoda-ku
Tokyon 101-8449-JAPAN

E-mail : iciem2006@ics-inc.co.jp(general inquiry), 
iciem2006-reg@ics-inc.co.jp(registration), 
iciem2006-p@ics-inc.co.jp(abstract submission)

Website : www.iciem2006.org

EUROPAEDIATRICS 2006
Date : October 7-10, 2006
Venue : Barcelona, Spain
Congress : Kenes International/Europaediatrics 2006
Secretariat 17 Rue du Cendrier, PO Box 1726

CH-1211 Geneva 1, Switzerland 
Phone : 41229080488
Fax : 41227322850
E-mail : europaediatrics@kenes.com
Website : www.kenes.com/europaediatrics

NEW LIFE MEMBERS
Dr Sathiajithy A/P K.
Satthivelusamy
6, Jalan Tempinis Kanan
Lucky Garden, Bangsar
59100 Kuala Lumpur

Dr Shanmuganathan A/L
N. Narayanan
Paediatric & Child Health
Clinic
Suite 15A, Ground Floor
Hospital Fatimah
1, Lebuh Chew Peng Loon
off Jalan Dato’ Lau Pak Khuan
Ipoh Garden
31400 Ipoh, Perak

Dr Mariana Daud
Institut Pediatrik
Hospital Kuala Lumpur

Dr Faizah Mohamed Jamli
No.4, Jalan Bukit 1
Sg. Merab Luar
43000 Kajang Selangor

Dr Ranjini S. Sivanesom
9, Jalan Union Dua
51100 Kuala Lumpur

Dr Janet Hong
Department of Paediatrics
Hospital Putrajaya
Presint 7
62550 Putrajaya

Dr Varughese Koshy
25, Lorong Jambu Bol-2
Teluk Pulai
41100 Klang
Selangor

Dr Ling Jiong Ming
Klinik Pakar Bayi & Kanak-
Kanak Ling
158, Jalan Leo 
Taman Desa Bintang 2
32000 Sitiawan
Perak
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